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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



The pending claims are1-20. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. . 

3. Claims 1-5 and 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Nishioka et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,457,004). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1 .131 . 

With respect to claim 1, Nishioka discloses a document information display 
means for displaying document identification information received as the results of an 
initial search (lines 19-60 in col. 7, lines 30-58 in col. 9, lines 41-67 in col. 11, fig. 3, and 
fig. 6). Nishioka discloses a means for selecting at least a portion of the contents of a 
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document identified by the document identification information displayed by the 
document information display means (lines 8-16 in col. 9 and fig. 33A). Nishioka 
discloses a search button for initiating a subsequent document retrieval using the 
selected document contents as a query (lines 34-58 in col. 12, lines 19-22 in col. 25, 
and lines 48-67 in col. 31). Nishioka discloses a means for modifying and confirming a 
Boolean expression that associates a plurality of words included in the query (lines I9- 
60 in col. 7, lines 34-58 in col. 12, fig. 3, and fig. 6). 

With respect to claim 2, Nishioka discloses a document content display means 
for displaying the contents of documents identified by the document identification 
information displayed by the document information display means (fig. 3, fig. 6, fig. 27, 
and fig. 36). 

With respect to claim 3, Nishioka discloses a database selecting part for 
selecting at least one database to be searched in the subsequent document retrieval, 
wherein the at least one database is selected from a plurality of databases including 
keyword-search-type databases and associative-document-search-type databases (fig. 
3, fig. 6, lines 25-60 in col. 7, lines 60-67 in col. 10, and lines 59-64 in col. 26). 

With respect to claim 4, Nishioka discloses generating topic words for at least a 
selected portion of a document concerning summarizing means (lines 30-46 in col. 9, 
lines 59-67 in col. 12, fig. 6, and fig. 33A). 

With respect to claim 5, Nishioka disclose the initial search is a keyword search 
and the subsequent document retrieval is an associative-document-type search (lines 
25-60 in col. 7, lines 8-16 in col. 9, lines 10-41 in col. 30, and fig. 6). 
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With respect to claim 13, Nishioka discloses receiving search results from a 
search server identifying at least one document (line 50 in col. 5 thru line 9 in col. 6, * 
lines 30-46 in col. 9, and fig. 6), specifying at least a part of a document identified in the 
search results as a query for a database search (lines 8-16 in col. 9 and fig. 33A), 
sending search request to the search server requesting to search at least one keyword- 
type database using the query (lines 10-41 in col. 30, lines 56-62 in col. 24, fig. 3, and 
fig. 6), modifying and confirming a Boolean expression created by the search server 
which associates words in the query (lines 19-60 in col. 7, lines 10-41 in col. 30, fig. 6, 
fig. 46, and fig. 47), and sending the confirmed Boolean expression to the search server 
(lines 55-59 in col. 10 and fig. 1). 

With respect to claim 14, Nishioka discloses sending a request to perform a 
keyword search in at least one keyword-search-type database (lines 19-60 in col. 7, 
lines 55-59 in col. 10, lines 36-58 in col. 12, and fig. 6), receiving document identification 
information as search results (lines 30-58 in col. 9, lines 32-67 in col. 1 1 , and fig. 6), 
specifying at least a part of the contents of the identified search result documents (lines 
8-16 in col. 9 and fig. 6), and sending search request to perform a document retrieval in 
at least one associative-document-search-type database using at least a part of the 
specified document content as a query (lines 8-16 in col. 9, lines 20-23 in col. 25, line 
48 in col. 31 thru line 29 in col. 32, and fig. 6). 

With respect to claim 15, Nishioka discloses sending a request to perform a 
document retrieval from at least one associative-document-search-type database (lines 
19-60 in col. 7, lines 34-58 in col. 12, and fig. 6), receiving document Ids and document 
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information including words characterizing the contents of the documents as search 
results (lines 30-58 in col. 9, line 32-67 in col. 1 1 , and fig. 6), selecting at least one word 
from among the received words (lines 59-67 in col. 12 and fig. 6), and sending a search 
request to perform a keyword search in at least one keyword-search-type database 
using the selected words as a query (lines 55-59 in col. 10, lines 56-62 in col. 24, lines 
10-41 in col. 30, and fig. 6). 

With respect to claim 16, Nishioka discloses creating a summary from words 
extracted from at least a part of a document when the at least a part of the document is 
specified as a search term (lines 30-46 in col. 9, lines 48-56 in col. 11, lines 59-67 in col. 
12, fig. 6, and fig. 33A) concerning a summarizing means and sending the summary 
created by the summarizing means to a specified associative-document-search-type 
database as a query (lines 25-60 in col. 7, lines 8-16 jn col. 9, lines 59-64 in col. 26, 
lines 10-41 in col. 30, and fig. 6) concerning query constructing means. 

With respect to claim 17, Nishioka teaches topic word requesting means for 
requesting the associative-document-search-type database to create a summary 
representation of the contents of a document corresponding to a document ID when the 
document ID is returned from the associative-document-search-type database as a 
search results, wherein the query constructing means is adapted to send summaries 
obtained from the associative-document-search-type database by the topic word 
requesting means to at least one additional associative-document-search-type database 
as a query (lines 25-60 in col. 7, lines 30-46 in col. 9, lines 48-56 in col. 1 1 , lines 59-67 
in col. 12, lines 59-64 in col. 26, lines 10-41 in col. 30, fig. 6, and fig. 33A). 
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With respect to claim 18, Nishioka discloses merging a plurality of document 
summaries to create a set of topic words when the plurality of document summaries are 
returned from an associative-document-search-type database in response to a request 
from the topic word requesting means (lines 25-60 in col. 7, lines 30-46 in col. 9, lines 
48-56 in col. 1 1 , lines 59-67 in col. 1 2, fig. 2, fig. 6, fig. 1 0, fig. 27, fig. 28A, fig. 31 B, and 
fig. 47) concerning search result merging means. 

With respect to claim 19, Nishioka discloses the search server adapted to send a 
document retrieval request to at least one keyword-search-type database and at least 
one associative-document-search-type database in response to a single search request 
from the document retrieval terminal (line 38 in col. 5 thru line 24 in col. 6, lines 25-60 in 
col. 7, lines 34-58 in col. 12, lines 59-64 in col. 26, fig. 1 , and fig. 6). 

With respect to claim 20, Nishioka discloses means for requesting confirmation of 
a Boolean search request for a keyword-search-type database from the document 
retrieval terminal before issuing the request to the database (lines 25-60 in col. 7, lines 
8-16 in col. 9, lines 34-58 in col. 12, lines 10-41 in col. 30, fig. 1, and fig. 6). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 6, 7, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Niwa et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,987,460). 

With respect to claim 6, Niwa discloses a document information display part for 
displaying document information received as search results (lines 30-36 in col. 4, lines 
18-56 in col. 5, lines 18-60 in col. 6, fig. 3, and fig. 4). Niwa discloses a topic word 
display part for displaying topic words included in documents referenced in the 
document information display part (lines 30-38 in col. 2, lines 3-8 in col. 4, lines 29-67 in 
col. 7, and fig. 8). Niwa further discloses an analysis for extracting and displaying topic 
words for a subject document can be run (lines 21-35 in col. 9). Niwa discloses word 
selecting means for selecting words displayed in the topic word display part (lines 22-37 
in col. 16 and lines 31-42 in col. 17). Niwa discloses a first search start button for 
initiating a document retrieval by using the words selected by the word selecting means 
as a first query (lines 22-37 in col. 16 and lines 31-42 in col. 17). Therefore, based on 
Niwa, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize topic words extracted from a search result to a 
subsequent search in order to narrow the search for more relevant results. 

With respect to claim 7, Niwa discloses a means for modifying and confirming a 
Boolean expression that associates a plurality of words included in the first query (line 
45 in col. 4 thru line 12 in col. 5 and line 38 in col. 16 thru line 17 in col. 17). 

With respect to claim 12, Niwa discloses the topic words are automatically 
generated on a search server by a summarizing means (lines 31-38 in co. 2, lines 29-39 
in col. 7, lines 14-37 in col. 18, and fig. 21 A). 
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6. Claims 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Niwa et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,987,460) in view of Spencer (U.S. Patent No. 5,826,261). 

With respect to claim 8, Niwa discloses the claimed subject matter as discussed 
above. Niwa teaches any database can be used for searching and retrieving document 
(lines 12-19 in col. 4). Niwa searches a database based on a keyword (lines 30-44 in 
col. 4 and lines 18-37 in col. 5). This teaches a keyword-search-type database element.. 
Niwa also searches a database based on a topic extracted from search results (lines 
46-67 in col. 1, lines 34-60 in col. 6, lines 29-39 in col. 7, line 58 in col. 9 thru line 1 1 in 
col. 10, and lines 22-37 in col. 16). The searching based on a topic teaches 
associative-document-search-type database elements. Documents are classified in 
each topic (fig. 10 and fig. 20). Niwa is silent on selecting databases for searching. 
However, Spencer discloses selecting databases for searching, wherein the databases 
can be multiple, heterogeneous, distributed, and document databases (lines 54-67 in 
col. 9, lines 26-29 in col. 18, fig. 1, fig. 6, and fig. 7). Spencer also discloses various 
search engines teaching various search techniques, such as a document vector based 
search, which teaches an associative-document-search-type database (lines 44-53 in 
col. 9 and lines 1-10 in col. 10). Therefore, based on Niwa in view of Spencer, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize multiple databases and select databases for searching in order to limit 
the database to a subset of document databases for more relevant search results. 
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With respect to claim 9 t Spencer further discloses a means for sending 
information about the selected databases to be searched and query information to a 
search server (lines 30-61 in col. 18). Therefore, the limitations of claim 9 are rejected 
in the analysis of claim 8 above, and the claim is rejected on that basis. 

With respect to claim 10, Niwa discloses a keyword input part for inputting 
keywords for a keyword search (lines 30-36 in col. 4 and lines 18-56 in col. 5), 
document selecting means for selecting documents referenced in the document 
information display part (lines 18-60 in col. 6), and a second search button for initiating 
a document retrieval using documents selected by the document selecting means as a 
second query (lines 18-60 in col. 6, lines 29-39 in col. 7, lines 22-37 in col. 16, and lines 
31-42 in col. 17). Niwa further discloses an analysis for extracting and displaying topic 
words for a subject document can be run (lines 21-35 in col. 9), which teaches a 
document instead of documents can be utilized in searching. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Niwa discloses document content display means for 
displaying the contents of a document referenced in the document information display 
part (lines 18-60 in col. 6), means for registering at least a portion of documents 
displayed by the document content display means (line 61 in col. 6 thru line 28 in col. 7, 
fig. 4, and fig. 10), and a third search button for initiating a document retrieval by using 
the registered portion as a third query (lines 22-37 in col. 16 and lines 31-42 in col. 17). 
Niwa further discloses an analysis for extracting and displaying topic words for a subject 
document can be run (lines 21-35 in col. 9), which teaches a document instead of 
documents can be utilized in searching. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joon H. Hwang whose telephone number is 703-305- 
6469. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00(M~F). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y Vu can be reached on 703-305-4393. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 




